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Current Events: Syllabus

Current Events is a class with two main components: First, the class is about
what is happening in the news of the world. In this class, you will be asked to scan
media on the internet, and locate, read and analyze news items that both interest
you, and which you believe will interest your classmates. You will also be
presented with news items chosen by your teacher for analysis and discussion.

But just as important, you will learn how to evaluate the sources of news. Today,
the credibility or believability of news sources has become as hotly debated as the
news itself. In this class we will spend some time early-on learning how to spot
fake news, and how otherwise to become a critical consumer of the news.

In addition to lessons on evaluating news sources, and other interesting news items
I may present over the course of this semester, the class consists many kinds of
student driven projects:

. News Item Discussion: You will be asked to present a News Item you have analyzed for
discussion with the entire class. You should select a news item that will generate
discussion from your classmates. This will be an authentic performance assignment.

2. News ltem Report: At least twice per semester, you will be asked to report on an item of
news you have located, analyzed and summarized. The news item can be on any topic
that interests you.

3. Opinion Item Discussion: We will also be working with, and analyzing opinion pieces in
the news. Our focus will be on how the author supports the opinion, in terms of rhetorical
devices as well as evidence,

4. Political Cartoon Analysis: We will break down political cartoons and other political
imagery to find out how they are so effective in conveying ideas and messages.

5. Time to Talk Back: At least once per semester, you will be asked to find a news item
about which you feel passionately about. Maybe you disagree with the point of view of
the reporter or you believe that a great deal of information was left out. You will be asked
to develop a response, or “talk back” to the writer of the news item. You will not be
required to present this, but you are encouraged to do so and will get extra credit for a
good presentation.

6. Upfront Magazine: We may also review this magazine, published by the New York
Times, for students if it is available. These are thought provoking and interesting articles
written for high school students, and which relate to topics students care about.

7. Other activities: this is your class and student interest (and fun) should be a driving
force. What do you think we could do to generate interest and discussion about today’s
news? Perhaps a weekly oral report on topics of interest or topics chosen by the teacher?

8. Final Project: for a final project, you will find a current event, and relate it to something
you are learning in another class.




